
The Things We Believe

When things become unstable, it may be helpful to review what it is that gives us 
stability. As Believers, the truths that form our foundation are common to all of 
us. As those who believe that sharing our faith with others is necessary, we find 
ourselves in a specific ‘camp’ or ‘tribe’ within the Christian family. This is called 
“Evangelicalism.” It describes all the denominations and individuals who orient 
their faith around verses such as, “And anyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.” Acts 2:21. Within this tribe, or perhaps right next to it, is the 
camp of the “Pentecostals.” While we “live, and move, and exist” (Acts 17:28) 
mostly as Evangelicals do, yet we do not hold to every expression of our faith as 
they do.

In this study, we are going to identify our similarities with those who are 
Evangelical. More importantly, we are going to clearly study our Pentecostal 
doctrine, allowing us to see our differences. (This may be especially helpful as we 
seek to live for the Lord Jesus in our current climate in America - Jan. 2021.)

Every denomination has a list of, or some clear presentation of, their doctrines. In 
this study we are going to approach it from a different perspective. We’re going 
to ask questions rather than just state information. Let’s try to begin at the 
beginning. 

1.  Motives / Motivation - The “Why” Of It All

What are our motives for believing our doctrine? Why do we believe what we 
believe? 

The first recorded words spoken by Jesus are in Matt. 3:15. What do you perceive 
was His motivation for…everything? _____________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________

Every person is responsible to do what is “right” in life (‘fulfilling 
righteousness’). Everyone, no exceptions. So how do we know what is right? 
Should humans realistically be able to find what is expected of them?



The Lord’s next words, in Matt. 4:4, are just as insightful. Where do we get our 
authority, answers, and assurance? Where can we find a detailed essay of the 
expectations of us? ______________________________________________________

And His first words in Mark allow us to see what our motivation is for pursuing 
the righteousness we are wired to crave. In Mark 1:15, the focus is: ____________ 
________________________________________________________________________

While this is somewhat of an oversimplification of Bible doctrine, studying the 
first recorded words of the Master in each Gospel is incredibly revealing. By 
looking at the ‘firsts’ we catch some of His emphasis for us. Luke 2:49 gives us 
the motivation for being part of a local church family:________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________

When we come to the book of John, we find the Lord Jesus peering deep into us, 
encouraging us to realize what the greatest question of life is. He asks it in John 
1:38 - _______________________________________________

As we begin a journey into discovering what we believe and why, we have seen 
four corners to our “building:”

1.  _______________________
2. _______________________
3. _______________________
4. _______________________

These corners are common to all Believers, or at least they should be. It’s as we 
build upwards that we see the great differences between Evangelicals and 
Pentecostals.

(Our next studies will take us to the ‘what’ [manifestations/ministry] and the 
‘how' [methods/mannerisms]) 


